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Like the nearly 1,100 women who graduated flight training to
become Women Airforce Service Pilots in World War I, Alyce
S. Rohrer of Pasadena was never recognized as being part of
the military during the war.

The WASPs received none of the benefits or honors bestowed
on their male counterparts. In fact, once their service was
completed, many of the WASP pilots had to pay their own bus
fare back home, she said.

"The ones that were killed, the government didn't even buy a
pine box to send them home in," said Rohrer. "We had to do
everything ourselves."

When they signed up, the female pilots were promised that the
WASPs would be militarized as a new woman's air force, but
legislation to make that happen died as the war came to an
end, she said.

"They just broke their promise and sent us home," said Rohrer.

Sixty-five years later, Roher and three other Pasadena WASP
members - Margaret M. Weiss, Eileen W. Ferguson and
Geraldine F. Olinger - finally received the recognition long
overdue them when were presented with the Congressional
Gold Medal.

The medals, the highest honor granted by Congress to civilians,
were presented at a March 10 ceremony in Washington, D.C.

http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14824611
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Alyce Rohrer, 87, of Pasadena was one of the
nearly 1,100 members of the Women s
Airforce Service Pilots was honored last
month with the Congressional Gold Medal --
the highest honor given to civilian's by
congress. The all-female group of pilots flew
non-combat mission during WWII, but they
were not officially recognized as military pilots.
In this picture, Rohrer stands in front of a 1944
photograph of herself and two fellow pilots on
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About 200 former WASPs attended the ceremony. Each America Memorial in Washington, D.C. on
received a small version of the medal as a keepsake, while the March 9, 2010.
original medal will be donated for display at the Smithsonian
Institution's "Women in Aviation" display in Chantilly, Va.

Speakers at the award ceremony included House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, Secretary of the
Air Force Michael Donley and other dignitaries.

Rohrer, 87, worked as a test pilot during the war. "It's a very wonderful gesture and we're very honored - all
of us," she said of the belated award.

WASPs flew noncombat flight missions while male pilots were fighting in Europe and the Pacific. At the
time, Rohrer said, female pilots were almost unheard of. In her case, Rohrer said, she test-piloted repaired
aircraft, a risky job that involved making sure the planes were suitable for combat duty.

Since before her wartime service, Rohrer said she was enamored with aviation.

"l was born wanting to fly," she said. "l used to watch the birds and butterflies and envy them for being up
there."

She said she took flying lessons as a youth, earning her pilot's license even before she got her driver's
license. She joined the WASPs at age 18.

Today, many modern-day female pilots credit the WASPs as pioneers. "It's wonderful to have their respect
and their kindness," Rohrer said.

After her stint with the WASPs, Rohrer spent 20 years teaching at Arroyo High School in El Monte. Many of
her students were interested in her experiences as a test pilot.

Rohrer said she always had a message to the girls in her classes:

"Don't be a stewardess, be a pilot. Don't be a nurse, be a doctor," Rohrer said. "Don't let somebody tell you
what you can and can't do because you're a woman."
brian.day@sgvn.com
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Return to Top

g=ew=ee Click here to enjoy the Pasadena Star News

“ameamume NOmMe delivery!

i

Local businesses related to this subject view all

Toyota of Pasadena

automobile - dealers - ne | Pasadena CA 91107
Pasadena Star-News

Newspaper | Pasadena CA 91106

North-west College
College | Pasadena CA 91101

advertise your business here

Read 1 comment »
Type in your comments to post to the forum
Name

(appears on Andy Hailey
your post)

Comments

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right:

Page 2 of 3


http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/ci_14855354?source=rss_viewed
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14861519
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14861518
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14861517
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14861516
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14858871
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14858865
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14862527
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14862153
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14862151
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14858873
mailto:brian.day@sgvn.com
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14824611#top
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14824611#top
http://production.langnews.com/forms/circulation/subscribe-pasadena.asp
http://pasadena.showmelocal.com/default.aspx?c=Houston&s=TX&src=pcm_pasadena.showmelocal.com
http://pasadena.showmelocal.com/profile.aspx?bid=12306813&src=pcm_pasadena.showmelocal.com
http://pasadena.showmelocal.com/profile.aspx?bid=5609&src=pcm_pasadena.showmelocal.com
http://pasadena.showmelocal.com/profile.aspx?bid=9758&src=pcm_pasadena.showmelocal.com
http://pasadena.showmelocal.com/start?src=pcm_pasadena.showmelocal.com
http://www.topix.net/forum/source/pasadena-star-news/TU3TQHMLOP28GOOUV?p=2046&s=PB&co=1

Pasadena female WWII pilots honored for wartime service - Pasadena Star-News 4/11/10 3:16 PM

P o1 Yy £
(_Post Comment ) O ’ Ay

M
topix

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the
comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by
the moderator. Send us your feedback .

Used Honda Pilot on Yahoo! Pasadena jobs Pilot Insurance

Find Honda Certified Used cars in the Local Job Openings Earn $10.15-$50.15 Low cost life insurance for pilots. Get a free

Houston area. per hour copy of

www.honda.com www.localjobclassifieds.org www.piclife.com
Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Information | Subscriber Services | Mobile Edition | Site For more local Southern California News: Copyright ©2008
Map | RSS £ |l MY Yaroo! | | MNG Corporate Site Map Select a newspaper... = Los Angeles Newspaper group

http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14824611 Page 3 of 3


http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/copyright
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/privacy
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/info
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/subscribe
http://m.pasadenastarnews.com/cb/496/subscribe.html
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/sitemap
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/rss
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/Pasadena%20Star%20News/Pasadena%20female%20WWII%20pilots%20honored%20for%20wartime%20service%20%20-%20Pasadena%20Star-News/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//feeds.pasadenastarnews.com/mngi/rss/CustomRssServlet/206/200366.xml
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_14824611#

