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Margaret Kerr Boylan, who served as a pilot during World War II,
helped lead a successful lobbing effort in the 1970s to secure
federal benefits and veteran status for WASPs. (Gerald
Martineau/Post)
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A Local Life: Margaret Kerr Boylan, 89, piloted military planes
around U.S. during World War II

Unlike male pilots at the time, who
usually specialized in a particular
plane, Mrs. Boylan and other
women flew a diverse body of
aircraft, including fighters, bombers
and cargo planes.

From her post in Romulus, Mich.,
Mrs. Boylan piloted P-51 Mustangs,
P-39 Airacobras, P-4o Warhawks
and hulking twin-engine B-25
bombers.

Mrs. Boylan said that having
experience in the cockpit of such a
wide variety of aircraft had its
advantages - sometimes to the
embarrassment of her male
colleagues.

"Some men were refusing to fly certain planes - P-39s,
B-26s - because they said they had a lot of bugs and
were killing people," Mrs. Boylan told The Post in
1977. "They had us fly the planes and that way they
shamed the men into flying them."

Margaret Ellis Kerr was born Feb. 6, 1921, in Ada,
Okla. Her uncle was Robert S. Kerr, the first native
Oklahoman to serve as governor. He also served three
terms in the U.S. Senate, representing his home state
as a Democrat.

After the war, Mrs. Boylan graduated from Columbia
University and worked in public relations for

Business Jobs
Computer Jobs
Construction Jobs
Education Jobs
Engineering Jobs
Healthcare Jobs

Legal Jobs
Management Jobs
Media Jobs
Non-Profit Jobs
Sales Jobs
Science Jobs

Find Your Dream Job Now!
keywords location

Jobs by SimplyHired

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Lawsuit: Hip Injury - DePuy, Mesothelioma, Fosamax
Fracture, Zimmer Cup Failure, Chondrolysis, Gulf Oil
Spill

Asbestos lung Cancer, Cochlear Implant Failure, Yaz
Gallbladder, Asbestos Cancer, Accutane Crohn's,
Avandia Heart Attack

Get 3 credit scores, reports & monitoring!

Russia Now: In-Depth Coverage of Russia News,
Business, and More.

TimeSpace: Navigate articles, photos, video and
commentary from around the globe.

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate section
for the latest open houses.

 

NEWS LOCAL POLITICS OPINIONS SPORTS Business Arts & Living Search The Washington Post

Going Out Guide Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals Classifieds

Hot Topics #ratetheredskins TSA Colt Brennan Ted Koppel Carolyn Hax Facebook pastor Black Friday Holiday recipes

30Recommend

Yahoo! Buzz

Sign In Register Now Subscribe Mobile Multimedia Today's Paper

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/manage&destination=hpPref&nextstep=update
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/network-news/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2010112002950&sent=no
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=washington_po284&guid=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fwp-dyn%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F2010%2F11%2F20%2FAR2010112002950.html
http://help.washingtonpost.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=15080&task=knowledge&questionID=302?nav=globebot
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/postmortem/2010/11/a-tomb-guard-is-laid-to-rest.html?wprss=postmortem
http://blog.washingtonpost.com/postmortem/
http://blog.washingtonpost.com/postmortem/about-this-blog/
http://www.legacy.com/washingtonpost/deathnotices.asp?page=ArchiveSearch&Cobrand=washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/metro/obituaries/index.xml
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/05/10/AR2005051000921.html
http://twitter.com/washpostobits
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950.html
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(13*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(15*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(47*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(25*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(17*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(29*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(23*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(11*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(27*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(21*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(41*)
http://nationaljobs.washingtonpost.com/a/all-jobs/list/q-onet:(19*)
http://www.simplyhired.com/?aff_id=11329
http://www.weitzlux.com/depuy-hip-recall_1962246.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/mesothelioma_438.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/fosamax_1961739.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/hipimplant/lawyer_1922776.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/chondrolysis-shoulder_1937897.html
http://www.erinonyourside.com/environmental-litigation/brockovich-gulf-oil-spill.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-lung-cancer_612371.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/cochlear-implants-lawsuit_1933467.html
http://www.yaz-birth-control.org/legal-resource.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-cancer_107.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/accutane-crohns-disease_28997.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/avandia-lawsuit_1556271.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;225438631;49142631;d?http://www.equifax.com/bnr/equifaxcomplete
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;219459861;4475171;r?http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/advertisers/russia/
http://timespace.washingtonpost.com/project/world/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national.html?nid=top_news
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/local.html?nid=top_local
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/sectionfronts/politics/index.html?nid=top_politics
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/index.html?nid=top_opinions
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nid=top_sports
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/sectionfronts/business/index.html?nid=top_business
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/index.html?nid=top_artsliving
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog?nid=top_gog
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home/?nid=top_jobs
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nid=top_cars
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/index.html?nid=top_realestate
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rentals?nid=top_rentals
http://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds?nid=top_classifieds
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3a59/0/0/%2a/c;232426125;0-0;1;4414096;78-200/60;39255622/39273409/1;;~okv=;ad=tiff;sz=200x60,200x80,234x60,290x60,300x45;beta=n;~aopt=2/0/a8/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-washington-post-for-ipad/id401284198?mt=8
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/redskinsinsider/polls/rate-the-redskins-against-the-4.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/19/AR2010111904547.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/early-lead/2010/11/colt_brennan_alert_and_in_stab.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/12/AR2010111202857.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/19/AR2010111903810.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112001935.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/business/black-friday-2010/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/artsandliving/features/2010/holiday-guide/recipe-sample.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/register&destination=login&nextstep=gather&application=reg30-globalnav&applicationURL=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/registration/register&destination=register&nextstep=gather&application=reg30-globalnav&applicationURL=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950_2.html
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWW
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html?nid=top_mobile
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nid=top_multimedia
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/print/?nid=top_todays_paper


11/21/10 1:46 PMA Local Life: Margaret Kerr Boylan, 89, piloted military planes around U.S. during World War II

Page 2 of 4http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/20/AR2010112002950_2.html

 

Researcher's for amazing joint relief

How to Stay Asleep
Cambridge Researchers have
developed an all natural sleep aid just
for you.

  Buy a link here  

Network News XXMY PROFILE

1

View More Activity

Reddit Twitter

myspace del.icio.us

NewsTrust Stumble It!

More ways to share this Article...

Northeast Airlines.

In June 1948, she met her future husband, Robert J.
Boylan, at an Aviation Writers Association convention
in Montreal. They married six weeks later and moved
to Washington, where Mrs. Boylan's husband joined
the State Department as a Foreign Service officer in
1951. She traveled with him to postings in Singapore,
Australia, Japan and India.

From 1964 to 1986, Mrs. Boylan served as
a congressional liaison and branch chief for
the Federal Aviation Administration.

Her husband died in 1980. Survivors
include her three children, Robert J. Boylan
IV of Swoope, Va., Ann Mazzullo of
Fairfax Station and Elisabeth Boylan of
Silver Spring; two sisters; a brother; and
five grandchildren.

In the mid-1970s, Mrs. Boylan helped lead
a group of former WASPs lobbying to gain
federal benefits and veteran status. By fall

1977, they finally received recognition from Congress.

In all, WASPs flew more than 60 million miles around the country during the war.

"We worked seven days a week, sunup to sundown," Mrs. Boylan told The Post.
"Sometimes we'd get on a commercial flight (after a ferry run) with our uniforms and our
parachutes on and other passengers would start getting off. They wanted to know, 'Why
don't we have parachutes?' "
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