Female WWII pilot from Boca awarded Congressional Gold Medal
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Female WWII pilot from Boca awarded Congressional Gold Medal

about five planes, making sure they functioned properly.

"l just took to flying like a duck to water," she said. "l was too stupid
to be afraid."

Having women as test pilots during the war relieved the male pilots
for combat duty.

Marana Army Air Field also has a special place in Hearn's heart
because it was where she met her husband. One hot summer day
while she was swimming in the officers’ pool, a man who was also
swimming bumped into her.

"Seven months later, we were married," Hearn said.

Her husband, Lura, who died in 2003, was an instructor pilot at the
time they met. He remained in the military for 35 years. They have
one daughter, two grandsons and a great-grandson.

St. Andrews Estates North, the senior community in Boca Raton
where Hearn has lived for the past 15 years, recently held a
celebration in her honor. When someone at the celebration asked
why Hearn doesn't think she deserves the Congressional Gold
Medal, she was quick to smile and say, "Because | had so much fun
doing what | did."

Hearn and her family attended the Congressional Gold Medal
ceremony earlier this month in Washington, D.C.

Each gold medal recipient was taken around by an escort, and
Hearn was in awe of hers — a female Air Force captain with two
young children. Seeing a young mother pursuing her dreams really
brought to light the importance of the work Hearn did during World
War Il

"l guess we kind of broke the glass ceiling," she said.
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god bless you-thank you for your service! you make me proud to
live in the USAl!
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