* - reside in the Houstom aréa.

- “WEDNESDAY -
MARCH 18 2009'-__,-

pllshed pilot.. =~ .. - . ;
.. Her-introduction to av1a-.
tion camie ‘when' herfather |
took her to watch itinerant |

At least three of the rough-
1y 300 hvmg WASP members |

Thirty- e1ght dled 1n\ the

training decades later in the
19705,

group ih early 1943

4T Yesitated about gomg, 1
sa1d ﬁ-laﬂey, 94, “I loved my
teaching. I .don't. know —'_1t E

| were  assigned to ferr new:
"By the war’s ' outbreak | aircraft. tf’ Army %

finally got me.” i+

Hailey already wasan 2 acco'

| was about 24,” she recalled.. :
“When'I got in with the p1lot

” n's air” c:orps=
paved. the Way _'for the armed
forces to lift-the ban on woms=

- el attendmg m1l1tary flight:

Female - pilots.. now.
o fly combat mzss1ons and thei" '
. spaceshuitlel :
Formér WASP L01s Haﬂey-
. of Fr1e_ndswood satd _Sh_e was:
. teaching. 'music.-inaMin=
den, Nev., school when'she .
learned of arecruiting session': s
for.a. preoursor ‘of the: p110ts . O

Jes~| 'turnmg serv1cemen how to..
ons and talked me into go- |: fly. Among_ her- students was’
ing to the airport with him: T fi

thatwas LA b
"Money from her teachang :

' ]ob made Hailey afull partner | "

with her brother and a friend’ | Friendswood ho

tin the purchase of single-en- |5 Hutchi
§gine'Taonrci"aft‘airplane.5'I-‘he' - fied:

machineé cost them $3,000, -..|
Initially, the lure of avia- | am
tion was the beauty-of what -
she couid see from the cock-
pit. o .
“The Sxerra Nevada moun-’-
tams were close, to Reno

"prowde 1mproved :
caré for women who erved 1n
Iraq and Afgha 'stan :

alfan;turner@chron. om

air- bases,.
Hailey was assigned to a spe-
cial unit that towed targets for
artillery practice. .. ..

= “\Wfe flew the dlscards i she
sald “The ferry command

stunt pilots performmg near | was. flying riew -stuff from

their Reno home. . ,

The urge to’ ﬂy was rein-
forced by her stepbrother,
who aspired to become acom-
mercial airline pilot::

 the factory. to-the base. But
‘ny: tow: target group had the
A-24; 3 singletengine ﬁghter
type and the A-25, which was
1ust abig clumsy old thing.”
- Target "towirlg, ‘she ‘said,
“was ‘st * flying “back and
forth for. about two hours at
a time” o
After WASP was d1sband- :
ed in Decernber 1944, Hailey %
settled "in."El Paso, where, '
after the wat,: she taught re-



